
SAINTK MARIE-
Af EPISODE.

.Temple Bar.)
Some Tears ego eircamatances led

»a to tbe Freeth capital. I bad no in-

teatioa af living there, bot, lingering on,
I gradually formed ties and made it my
hame.if, indeed, that can be called a

home which waa only aa apartment in¬
habited by a solitary woman; bat such
es it was, I grew fond ot it. The
querier of Paris I lived is was

Matty ead quiet, without baiog
dall, ead had a local character
pact-liar to itself. It waa much
Inhabited by rich tradespeople, who
lived to pretty vilaa. -Everywhere there
wore gardens, and when I opened my
window bi tbe summer evening*, tbe
air I breathed waa balmy with tbe scent
of Mowers and tue blossoms of tree*)
and shrubs. Thara wera even Cell.
end fruit-trees to walk amrmc and derry
greet, and, in the buab of tbe lovely
evenings, one might bear tbe soft, rich
voice of tbs nightingale mingle with tbe
strange, silvery note of tbe equally in¬
visible bullfrog.
Tbe church, replaced now, in defer¬

ence to tbe Urger requirements of the

parish, by s huge Romanesque adiflcet
wss in my time a small antique struc¬
ture standing on a BlighUy-raised mound
b a kind of small "place," in tbe
centra of which atood a monument to
th* honor of " Christ oar Saviour and
Dis aervant tbe worthy-." Tbe
church was crooked, being sunk at the
foundations- and bad an odd, lopsided
look, tbs efect of having but one aisle ;
the otber, legend said, having been
¦wept away by tbe onslaught of
aa English army many hundred years
.ince. Within, the little church
was a still, calm place, except for the
rustle and buatle of overzealous, devout
ladies, whom 1 generally managed to
avoid. There was, however, one lady
with whom, without any choice of mine,
I there became inevitably acquainted,
while executing in common with her a

certain small parochial charge laid upou
us by tbe good Cure. She was a

fidgety little, elderly Italian widow,
with atragglmg locks, and many old-
fashioned furbelows and fl ounces and
compliments. Aa to intelligence, she
seemed, so far as regarded thia world,
to have few ideas beyond the
Italian cvitine, whose receipts she waa

always giving ma; but her other¬
world horixon had, I soon discovered,
the wide range which so frequently
goes with simple faith. People are, I
have often found, interesting in the de¬
gree in which one is interested in them,
.nd so it fell out that before long thin
Madama Brute and I, in spite of many
differences of temperament and charac¬
ter, became feat frienda. She lived at
Sainte Marie, a large and national in¬
stitution which provided a home for
poor pmtlefolks with claims to (iovern-
nient protection. Tbe rule was tbat ap¬
plicants for admission must have reach¬
ed the age of Bixty, but nevertheless
the home was tbe scene of love affairs.
affairs sometime* wholly ludicrous, but
sometimes not altogether void of real
sentiment. I liked hearing Madame
Brute's stories of the old people, and I
became very much at home in her com-
forties* but sunny room, which looked
ont toward the Seine, over the pleasure-
grounds, and in which every chair and
table, and tbe bed aa well, were always
littered up with things strewn about.
laos shawls, crooked bonnets, choco¬
late, prayer-books, bright-colored reli¬
gious pictures, and perhaps a saucepan,
all in confusion together, and she per¬
petually complaining of want of time.
**¦ Ah," she would say, " ona hss al¬
ways so much to do when one lives
.Jons; a stitch here and another there.
and then oas ia old and falls asleep."
Bia favorite topic of conversation was

a certain Madame de Bellemaiaon, of
whose charms and virtues and misfor¬
tunes abe waa never tired of talking.
Der windowa were just opposite those
of Madame Brute, and while she talked
.bout her I became interested in watch-
big the little white hand, on which a

diamond ring sparkled, which was often
to be aeon at Madame de Bellemaison's
window. It was a very pretty, plump
band, and held a fan which sheltered
the face from the light. Tha rest of
tbe figure, which one could tell from
tbe attitude of tbe hand, was always
recumbent, being hidden from view by
the window sill. 11 earned that Madame
de Bellemaison was paralyzed and was

fond of viaitors.
.' Abaelutely, Mademoiselle, you

must come some day with me and see

ber. She was once a great beauty, and
is still as clever as she is good and
sptriiuelle. She knew every one when
abe waa young, and tells the most

channing anecdotes of a great world
now become hietorical."
And so, without much reluctance on

my part, it came about that I was one

day introduced to the lady who owned
tbe white hand. A prim bonne showed
ns in, and my friend herself announced
me, with ao&orous Italian pronuncia¬
tion of eviry vowel, aa " Mademoiselle
Moore.a charming." Hore, fortu¬
nately for my bluahea, our hostess,
with a benign bow and smile, and a

pretty geature of tbe hand, like a gre*
ciou* little empress, made furthor in*
troduetion superfluous.
" Any friend of Madame Brute is

welcome here." abe said, "and Made¬
moiselle is very kind to ooma and see
an old woman."
Her face wu furrowed, but the fee*

turee asd complexion ware still ex<iui-
.itely delicate, and, with her boo ey,
tiutiy bair, abe wai th* very picture of
an old French lady.
Tbe maid bad evident'y been juat

reading tbe Figaro to her, and tbe little
lady atill kept ber hand op it, as if it
were not done with ; aad, ia fact, aa we
presently learned, her mind was occu¬

pied atill by what bad beea read to ber.
At brat, aa a stranger, and iu a fit el

awkward English ehynees, I hardly
appka, though, io my way, I waa enjoy-
hip^ay visit. My hostess's appearance
charmed ma, and then I discovered twc
portraits of her which ware interesting

^^ to compare with tbe original. Botb
B had been taken in yonth, and were itt
|r old-fashioned dress. In one shs wore i
"^ broad Gainaberougb hat with a long

plume, tb* waist of tha thort-Bteevec1
white gown almost under the armpit?,
th* plump shoulders uncovered, mitta
covering tbe hands and arma half way
np to the elbow. In tbe other picture
aha wore a creamyMM drew trimmed
with soft yellow lace and red bows;
har hair was powdered and puffed high
over cushions, with a crimson rose at ona
aid*, and another rose wai fastened in
front of the drees.

Bseidaa tb* portraits there was beau¬
tiful old furniture in the room, some
ofEamMted with the brasso lyres and
Utile figures of tba empire, some evi-
d«ntly much older. It waa chiefly
Preach, with th* notable exception of
E lovely ebony cabinet ornamented with
tortoise .hall aad lopit latuli, which,
when rnderward abe told rn* the hitterj
of all har pretty thing*, I knew bad
hem a part of tho furniture of hos own
heodoir.

I wei listening, too, delightedly ail tb*
to th* dear little lady'. talk; and

what a fueeettro it wai to listen! It
waa* to Isl i J, so ney, so epigram*
Kfc!____?__?, *_#Tir7T*»t(*atti lt beea talus, dowe earea*** not
4E» .rRntfwWBlihfrvObeOB *bs4 mis*

everyone I bad *7er heard of, and
when presently, tbat 1 might not feel
myself unnoticed, aad she pointedly ad-
dree*ad me, and 1 responded with aquas*
lion which elicited some stories ol po¬
litical personages, historical only to me,
whom she had known, how delightful the
stories ware. Tbe words ho simple and
grsphic, unkind never, but eeesoned
with just thst little point de malice
which gives flavor. Ht every one abe
had eometbing good to say. " But it
waa . bonne awe," was her favorite
verdict. And once when abe repeated
tbe words, and I with a smile replied i

"I think, Madame, that you must

have a very bonne ame to Kee so

much good in all," she said, rustling
tbe Figaro a little: '* I do not

think, Mademoiselle, that there are

many ' bad souls.' I at least have foun I

good in even the least good. Tene/.,
when you came in my maid was reading
the Figaro to me, (we read it every day
from beginning to end,) and something
in it stirred up old memories, snd re¬

minded me of a story of my young
dsys which is a cftse to the point. Even
a murderer is not always wholly bad.
It you bsve time 1 would tell you tbe

story. Tbe remembrance weighs upon
me to-day, and it might be a relief io

speak of it."
Vie eagerly pressed her to do so, anti

she began :
" You must have beard of him, I

think; it was a celebrated affair. I
lived then in th* Rue de Lille " (here
she waved her hand toward the contio
of ibe big city) "in the house which
still goes by our name. I was young
at tbe time of my story, and my hus¬
band was swsy with his regiment, and
the children and I had, besides the
women, only one man to wait on us.

This man, Jean, was a faithful but
slow little Breton, who wore a velvet
jacket and silver buttons and hi. long
bair dewn his shoulders, as our country
people do.

" The maids were only two of thom
from Brittany.the cook and tho
children's nur^e. While my husband
was away 1 did not enter much into
society, but our family was large, and
so it happened tbat, although I refused
invitations from tbe outside world, yet
1 dined out Bometimet>, and oftener still
had little family dinners at my hotel.
lt was very gentilli, my house, Made¬
moiselle ; forgiv e au old woman's pride
In the long past; it is all gone now, all
gone," she repeated with a bright
smile, but something glistened in her
eye-. " It bsd been furnished and pre¬
pared for me when I married, and
was very pretty in the fashion of tho
time. I'iflerent from that of to-day,
you know ; furniture with visiblo legs,
chairs not hard to get out of once you
Kat down. The rooms were hung with
pale silks ; one was amber satin, the
furniture ebony.that was my own ;
and (-pec'slly I prided myself on all my
reoepiion-rooms being arranged so that
one could talk Elthem, 'talking was
another fashion which I hear is goin^
out. People meit nowadays, I am toty-
only and always to eat. Ah. well !
eating is good in its way, but I think
I should miss the conversation
of my youth. Not but tbat we ate,
too, snd I was proud of my cook and
of the compliments I received upon hst
skill. .She was a short, sturdy peasant,
like a strong pony in figure, and though
I saw much less of her than of some pf
the i'. r. il it vants, Btill I took a special
interest in her, because she came from
a village close to roy own country home,
and I had known something of her
family all my life. She had a sad kind
of manner, not like the gay, ready
Paiisians; but I knew the Bretons
weie rather heavy, and I paid no spe¬
cial attention to it until one day when
I went to order dinner I found ber in
tears.
M . Why, Victorine, mafile,' I said.

fabe was old enough to be my mother,
but it is our way you know).' what ails
you?'

111 Ab, Madame,' she said, ' it is no¬

thing.'
" But I insisted, and at last she

sobbed out:
44 4 It is my son, Madame, my son.'
414 Your son,'I said ; 'why, is he not

always abroad with bis regiments'
44 4 Yes, Madame, away, always

away, but it is a long time. Je m'en-
nuie.'

44 Well, I Bat down and made her sit
by me, and I talked to ber and patted
ber hand and comforted her as well as

I could, promising her tbat when Pierre
caine home we would make if'te tn
celebrate his return. And then I
glanced at the clock, and saw I had no

time left for ordering dinner, so I
jumped up. with tbe words

4141 must run away, Victoria**. I
bave promised my sister-in-law to meet
ber, and I cannot stay to order dinner,
(-0 I leave it to you to make us a good
one. There will be four to dine, and
mind you have something nice to keep
up your reputation with ess Messieurs.
My Iroth.r and my brother-in-law are

coming, and even the best of mci. yon
know. Victorine, are a little j*'"i'''.ta-i<i.'
" _ht smiled, as 1 bad intended to

.make ber do, by my little compliment
and joke, and I ran away, thinking
what a blended cure work was, for 1
knew her mind would be too busy with
the dinner for her to fret, and that sh;
would pray and cook alternately, or

probably do both together.
44 Tbe dinner, Me.dames, was so per¬

fect that 1 still remember it! Such Ju¬
lienne soup, such cutlets, such frican-
deau; all very simple, naturally, but
different, for instance, from the dinner
to be Heired us bere to-day. My maid
Ins just brought me tbo bill of fare.
Potage au vermioelle au gras; 1,.,-uf
.Mi ure legumes. Ah, well, I do not
want to complain. It is better than I
defers a, and, as Monsieur PAbbe often
lerninds us, one must do ponancv
either here or hereafter, and the more
bere accepted tho less hereafter."

While saying this the little lady
laughed softly, as if pleai-ed, and 1,
havim; beard from Madame Brute of
her salf-denying alms and cheerful gene-
roaity, fait the charm of that bunne
huKteur which is the characteristic of
French courage in small trial* as well
as in great.

44 Well, Mesdames," she went on,
" we ate our little dinner very sociably;
just a little portie earrit.my sister,
har husband, my brother, and I. We
did not hurry ourselves. We talked,
ah, such talk ! We all knew our little
Paris well, and tbe nieu were gay and
kind, my sifter full of esprit. There
wss acarcely a pause, and often we all
forgot to eat for several minutes to¬
gether in the heat of argument or the
delight of thrust and parry. Dinner
being at half-past 6, a Ute hour for
tbo.0 daya, but it wu f before the
desert was on the table. Still we
talked and laughed, and laughed
and talked, until a little accident dis¬
turbed us. My brother was helping
ne to wine am' he spilled some of it on
my dress, to his despair, for, to tell the
truth, Mademoiselle, he had been J |
oomplimenting rn* upon my toilet ali \
the evening. There it is," she said, \

pointing toon*of tb* portraits f have t
mentioned. " Simple enough, you see; t
only a soft maize gauze looped and h
puffed over China silk frith critmo. v
hows; my hair a little powdered and r
brushed up, with a crimson rose fasten- I
ad ia one aida with diamond spray. So, h
Rheo be aaw Oe rad stream running r<
iowa my pretty dreaa, he jumped al
sp, a naughty word full of ry's aa* lb

.ct before Jadler-), and he rushed ont
>f the room, not stoppin . M ring »hr
nil, nod celled out for*.lean! Vic*
orine ! Marie !' any name ba could
bick of, to come and clean my poor
bees. We in th* dining-room, smile!
it his deapsir, but, surprised that no

Hie answered him, I, too, jumped up
ir .1 went out to beg him not to trouble
limself. But he paid no attention to
De and ran on down stain, and I,
desdemef.excuse me, we wera young,

only twenty-one, be not vary
ouch more.after him helter-skel-
er to tbe kitchen, where, of
ouif-e, I evpected to find only
ny own familiar servants. Judge, then,
if my.of our.suprL-e when, b-ir.-.t-
rg open the door, we found that we had
mn.timi upon an evoing party. We
toed tram-fixed at the door, framed by
t, I in tbe diees which was thc cau«o

,f our intrudion, by my side my tall,
lam'some Dainatd in his evening
lotbes. buckle! shoes, and silk stock-
ogs, dinner iiupkin still in'his haud.
nd within a tegular tableau civ<mt.
1'wo couples standing apto dance, mute
r.tl motionless sow. Jean, clumpy,
bort, heavy, in his Breton costume,
rith his long, black locks hangimr
.ver bis shoulders, holding his pan¬
ier's hand ; i-be, my maid, a fine, tight-
aced pMri*ian in ibo m-atest of cos-

umes, her high-he.lcd, buckled ihosfl
bowing beneath her shoit, well-made
kirts, her cap prim in shape iu obodi-
,i re to u,e. but put on in tho most co-

[tiettish manner. Thc opposite couple,
rough stranger boy in a blue blouse,

n his stockinged feet.he had kicked
,11 his wondon shoes to dance; his
lartner a humdrum, slupid-looking little
wtisimaid, whom I had taken out nf au

ij barngo. Victorine, the cook, was

tated in her high-backed, wooden
'auteuil, a hand laid on either knee, in
r.o of them holding the BOOB she was

lways knittieg for brr absent Pierre.
Le yeaagsf aarranta at different ands
f the room, one washing dishes, an¬

ther tarry ii g bread and cider in
brough an opposite door, and standing
n ber astonishment stocki-till to ga/.
t um. Th- table, wbinb usually stood
u tbe roi.die of the room, was pushed
ip against thu wall, and on it was seated
m.iher stranger.a tall, dark your,;
nan, wilh a pensy whistlo in his thin,
trong finger?. 1 remember even then
dicing how strong and fleshless tho.o
Ingers were.

44 4 Victorine !' I almost gasped,
44 4Ob, Madame,' she said, jumping

ip. 4 Ob, Madame 1 beg Madame's
.ai(ion. 'Ibis is my son, of whom
dauan,o bas often hoard me speak,
oine home unexpectedly, »nd.and.t
omradeof his, Madame I have tdd
lim, Madamo, he must never bring hi-*
tiem's here again.such things are not
ene in good bOBBRI like Madame's.
ut for this- mee. he is young, igio-
ant, has not seen shouseliko Madame's
tfoie.if Madame will this once par¬
oo him.'
.. Mean tinto tho toolooa vistaed hal

banged. Before us 8tood culprits
waiting sentence. Only th. Strange
oupg man with the whistle kept hi
i-lf-pos^ession ; he had slipped noi.«_-
jeely off tbs table and stood by iterec
ke a soldier, watching us.

"Suddenly Henri and I both smile.,
r,d then tbe los B as broken.

41 4 !*'o this is P'errc,' I said. . Win .

on have stolon in upon us lika a thief!
fyou had let us know when to e.vp.ct
uti wt- should have given you a belter
'(leoine. The mother Victorine and I
ad it all arranged, had we not''. ' I said,
ppesling to her.

44 To my surprise, something, either
i my words or manner, seemed to con-

if-e both Pieiro and his mother, and I,
.cling a-* if I had. in someunintention-
1 manner, been severe, and hardly
nowing how to setthem at. ease, turned
) the young tuan near the table, .ay-
>g-
444 .ou arc the band, Monsieur. I

appose':'
4' Ile shrugged his shoulders with an

ir almost of patronage : " 1 whistled,
ladame ; the others dancod.'
441 You like ninnie f' I inquired.
44 4 Yep. Madame ; it is my profus¬

ion. 1 am a military ban,isman.'
'4lListcD, Celestine,' I said, turning

o my maid. 4 Perhaps this Monsieur
lays the fiddle too ; it would bo bettor
o play er.d bettor to dance to thaathi*.
tun up-stairs and get the one there is
iehind my neerdaire."
"It was aa old fiddle I cared little

or and only kept for old acquaintance
ako. My dancing-master had used it.
iou.cthing about tho young man in-
or.sted me, even surprise.i me, and I
elt a great curiosity to hoar him play,
^o whin ('.lostine reappeared I asked
lim if he would begin the music he-
ore we went uj,-stairs, lie took
he instrument op, calmly ti^ht-
ned tho strings, and then, be¬
lan, first he played with inlinite
.athos the quaint 'Il picul bergin,'
nd then, the poor littlo old ta*
Irument vibrating undor his lon.*,
itbe fingers, he changed to tbe sin*-
neasure ol a country dauco, adapting
o it lirt-t the familiar air of . Pim* aa
st de /out plus on nt,' and then with
kilful cadence 4 Te sjuviens-tu.' My
>rofher and 1 listened, astonished, and
rstching the young musician, who, hi*
ace Hushed now as he warmed to his
rt, looked like the picture of some
talian improtisalore, with his brown
hroat, his dark hair, and hi. oxpros-
ivc countenance.

44 But when be paused Bernard
lui'gtd lue, and 1 remembered we wero

irobably wanted Bp Stairs, and not
lown-suirs. So, turning to Victorine,
stid
44 ¦ Bo not hurry to end your soiree,

ny good \ ictoriDe. And pray arrange
nth Pierre to come again soon and
iring his friend with hiai. On Sunday
,ou might give them a little dinner, aad
lave some music after.'

44 Then Bernard and I wontup-stairs,
where he made the most of our adven-
;ure, ard gave a graphic account of the
»cene. omitlirg no detail from me,
framed in the doorway, aghast in div
pretty stained yellow gown and pow-
lered hair; himself behind mo in his
pumps and tights, to the mails and mon
aithit..all dumbfounded.

,l From tbis time the anpect of hitch*
sn life in ruy house was changed. The
musician became very popular, aid he
and Pierre, beyig constantly down
.tairs, came at last to have a sort of
londescript footing among my people.
confess, Mesdames, that in tbote day*I was very.ebat shall I say ?.impetu-

ms, impulsive. I mean that so soon
ta a thought came into my head I liked
,o have it put int. execution; so I
bund it agreeable to have a lirgor reti¬
me than 1 could otherwise have af-
orded, and thus 1 made use of the
roung men, Always supposing them
o h* on leave and glad of odd
ranc. tod dinners. Ihe musician
'aulwaamy favorite. Pierre was u_e-
ul in a thousand ways for rough
itcben work, but Paul was all intelli-
ence and skill, never at a loss aik him
.hat one might, always at hand when
'anted.never in tbe way. By degrees.
>o soon, perhaps, yon will say. I
usied him implicitly, and confided to
tn all my commissions, especially
hen there waa need of a sure hand. I
member once I got .500 francs from
arnard-.it waa Paul I sent for them to
ot; another time my cousin bar-
wed my plate for a large party
a gave.it was Paul I sent with it to
r. In tbs evenings wheo 2 went out
wriBf vj diamonds and tha old Do

B*llm>ei»on i***atl sad aappbirB and
ut er-).! itt. l'*nl came with tue to ait
on tie coach-box ami be ray guard
His narnn-ra wari- vary gentle, and I
ur tJtrsioou bow be caa.* by them wbtn
aficrasrd 1 Issrned how h* bad been
brought op. Ile was vary kind to my
children, loo, and when they bad
acerlet-fevtr he nursed them night
sad day. At Drat he came up
to try sod amuss ray little
boy before he know what wat the mat-
'er. wren be was sickening, and tben
when tbe nurse fall ill too ho would
hardly leave th? room to lie .'own or

eat bis .neall. And when tha children
were netting better be stayed with them
and amused them, and brought them
¦it'll- r.'tv-r toys be made for them,
and pot up with the childish irrita¬
bility of their convalescence with more
ib*n a woman's patient tenderness.

'.Of courte, Me-idamoR, devotion
like this touched me, and I grew almoit
to love tbe strong youth who was so

pentie and protecting to me and my lit¬
tle ones. Ile treated me as if I were
a i run f-*,.-. or a bit of china that would
break, and he even Rceroed to love my
pretty dresses, anti shielded them fruin
avery rough touch as if they ware a

part of myself.
" Judge, tben, dear ladies, of ray hor¬

ror at what followed. <hje day I called
for Paul, and was told he had not oom";
tho next day and ihe next tho same

thinpj took place. The third day I w/M
alarmed, feeling r ure something nrM
ba\ e happened to him. Pierre came at

usual, but knew nothing of hia friend.
Tiny had difl'erent lodgings, and Piorre
bad not found Paul at his room,

when be calle*!. I was very
anxious for roy brother to come,
a* I hoped he would suggest to me

a hal steps I could take to lind out
about tbe youth, so I felt relieved when
1 heard a ring at the door and Burnard's
rjuitk step on the stairs. Then ho
(?topped, and I heaid voices; h- was

t*lkir g to some ono.probably to ono

ol the serraots. I waited for a fev
niii.utes, then sprang up in my impa-
tu-t co. ard, opening tho door ..uickly.
I went to Ibo corridor, and, leaning over
tie banister, called him.

..' Bernard, Bernard,' I said,' come;
I want you,'

11 He wa* talking to old Victorine,
which struck me as odd, and both of
Ibetn seemed startled by my voice.
Victorine, too, I noticed, tried to crum¬

ple up and hide a tiny printed nowspa-
per-fcheet she bad in ber band.

"'Coming, my dear,' ho said,
1 coming ; wait one minute.'

11 Terror seized me. My husband.
something had happened to him ! he
wss away ! I almost fainted, and I

ga'] ed out bis name :
" ' Henri, Henri.'
.;' Po not frighten thyself, my dear,"

*aid B*n :ird.my .'ear, good Bernard-.
riir-birg to ino to support me then sn bs
did afurwaid in uiiiny a terrible Bor¬
row. . Herri il veli.that ia, I hivn
beaid notltii p of bim, or from him, ab¬
solutely nothing, bat what uty tittil
sister herself bas told me,'
"'Bui the new-paper, thou ? W'iv

did fbe bide it? 1 must sue ir. 1
must know what it:.-. I must ;.o'. know.'

...Oh! naughty Kee.' said Ber
with such natural play fulness 'hat J
waa partly reassured. ' You shall kno.v,
eire }oti ire sure to imagine something
a thou*and times wor.se thin tbe reality
can be. It is ordy your Pani. Y\ 8

know nothing, but thare his been a

dime, ind Victorine thinks he.'
" ' Bas been assassinated,' I cried,

womanlike, jumping to a conclusion.
' I knew something dreadful had hap¬
pened to the poor lad, or el^ he would
not have stayed away.' .

".No, not that,' said my brother
calmly. ' Victorine was just telli.ig
me ne had not been hero for some Jays
and tbat you were anxious about him,
ami there is something here which she
was just going to thow me.
" He took tho little old-fashioned

sheet out of her hands.it had reap¬
peared from the pocket while we had
been talking.and read a few lines
aloud. There had been a horrible,
cruel murder of an old woman, with
robbery. The guilty man had been
taken prisoner, and was de-scribed.
This was tbe description : 'The man ll
about twenty-five years of age; hois
tall, and distingu, both in face and gen¬
eral appearance ; he is dark ; his eyos
are of a peculiar yellow-broan; his
features good ; teeth white. His bandi
are loni*, lean, and sinewy, lia Rives
the name of Paul, and refuses to sIIjw
that ho has any other.'

" 1 felt that" it was Paul, our Paul;
bot the more 1 (cit it the more indig¬
nant I was with tay .-.elf and with tho
other- for thinking so dreadful of the
the poor, kind boy. So I tried to laugh
it otr.
" ' What a fus* ! ' T said. ' Why

ehould it be Pool) Of courso he would
never hurt any ono, much less a poor
helpless old woman. Wait. h3 will be
here presently, and then you will bo
ashamed of yourself, Victorine.'
".Ah. if Madame knew!' sbe Ve¬

gan, ar.d then her eyes filled with tears,
and she sobbed out, ' I bave been n

wicked woman, lt might have been
Madame herself or the dear babes ho
Lilli.!. Ho was in prison, Ms lame, he-
fore we **ver saw bim here, aid Pierre,
too, Madame, oh, Madame! pardon
me, 1 pray you. I never meant to de¬
ceive you. They met at the prison-
cate aa they were discharged, and Pierre
brought him hero, and I did not knov
unself fer a long time.'

** Little by little between ber sob*
tbe a bolo story came out. Her sot.
and Paul had boen in the same regi¬
ment, had been both in the same pri| Itt
upon different charges.Piorro for
drawing hia sabre in tho street to de
fend himself from arrost whoa not
ijuiUs sober; Paul for attempting t<
burn a house down. Both had be"
dischst ged on tbe same day, an .1
hal returned to Paris together the
very day my brother and 1 inter¬
rupted the dancing. As I listened, I
felt only too sure that the murderer
of to-day was tho kind, almost friendly,
domestic of the past months. I al¬
most broke down as with a rush I felt
the danger my children bad gone
through, and theo, lesa BeH'.ahlj, I ro-
membered Paul himself, his faithfulnejs
at least to us, snd then where he was
now and what awaited him.
" ' I will go and see him,' I said.

' Poor boy ! I must try to help him.'
" In vain my good brother and the

others dissuaded me. I had made up
my mind, and no obstacles would have
prevented ma. I gat an ordor to visit
the prisoner, with some difficulty, and
only after a delay of three weeks.
" Then I eaw him, alone in a little

cell which I was not allowed to enter,
nor might I touch him. I gtood looking
at him before he saw me. He waa ver>
pale.

'"Paul, Paul,' I said softly.
"He started, tben (Jew toward roe.

bis long fingers twitching agitatedly.De made a gesture balfes if to welcome,
half as if to drive me back.
M ¦ Madame must go,' ho aaid sul¬

lenly.
"'No,* I said gently; 'you ara in

trouble. You have been very good to
me. I came to hear yourself. I can¬
not believe theothora.'

" lie covered bis face with his hands
and did net apeak. 1 waited patiently
with my little prayers, sud presently
his bands dropped, snd he said in a

itrscge, unfamiliar voice:
" ' tic*-io--it ia true.I killed har.'

.4I a. nd lered.-ah I it was a crime
0 .Iteerliul in the newspaper scrouot.-
but I would not. '-vnld got, leavi h'm
without soy word of pity.

4,4 Pani, Pani,' I said, 4 apeak to
me.'

44 ¦ I cannot,' he aaid.
444 Well.* I aaid, »1 may stay ten

minutes with you. I will wait.'
44 So I staid, staid on, and he did not

f\ esk, nor I to bim. Only I said my
prayer8 over aud over, snd a4, last I
spoke.

44 4Paul,' I said, 4 mon piuere I'ml
you have been kind to me, dono mu n

for me. Will you promise me st****-
thing?'

44 4But, yes, Madame,' he said, and
then bis whole body shook -ft*-- emo¬

tion, and he whispered, 4 i*-dsme must

go ; I cannot besr it. Ste El *.<¦ *n8ei I
ibis is no plsce for her »"<. he boked
.t me with his gre** °yes« »ofteued I
thought with tear-, bis face deadly
while.

44 Then, dear ladies. I, who am not

good at al!.rho loved, who love still a

tittle, ala;: ! 1 fear, soft things, and the
wot ld a !,ttle. too, perhaps.felt all at

once wnat an %«ful thing a soul, an

ever-living soul. is.
44 4 Paul," ! said, 41 am not an angel,

not good st all, but I lovo you, my
poor, poor friend. Tenez, you, Paul.
are brave.I know you sre not sfraid
to die; but I.I cannot bear it for

jiu, because I do not know, my friend,
a hat awaits you. I want you, then,
to love the good (»od and His dear
Mother, atid to promise you will do
what I ask.'

'.So I msde him promise.first,that
he would see tbe prison chaplain and
listen to bim, and try to do what h<;
told him; secondly, that ha would
v car and sometimes kiss, and especially
ki-s tbe Isst thu g (a little blessed cru¬

cifix), I would send him by the chap¬
lain. I might not give it to him myself.
Ard then the time wa. gone, tho
warder touched mo gently on the
(.boulder and told me I must come

away.
44 4 Adieu,' I said, but there was no

answer. Ami so 1 left hiui, meaning
ta return. Before 1 left tho pris >n,

howover, I saw the chaplain and told
him about my poor Paul, and when I
came away it was with a thankful feel¬
ing that in him the poor boy would
have a stronger friend than I.

41 I never saw Paul again. The shock
bad BBOet me a gocd deal, and I >ik-
ened afterward ol scarlet fever, which
had spread through tho house whon
Paul and I together had nurse! th"
children. They told me that when f
wandered in my hoad I thought he wai

nursing me too, and that I was always
talking to bim about I* bon Dieu and
his sonl. My illness was loni,' and
complicated, but wh,'U I was better h>
was ere of ruy first thought*1, and I
sent to bog tho good old \-' ..nt to .'. h es
¦arc I hail committed him to c imo and
see mo.

44 Ile came at once. I was still in
bed, but I could not wait. Ile stu,. I

by my bedside, his tall tigir. and snow*
wbi'e head Lent over me ; h's face RS .

very kind, but very grave. He thought
I knew, so he made no attempt to break
it to me.

All ts over, Madame,' he said sim¬
ply, "bs regards this world. Pray (tr
bin, coi-.ndently. He died very bravely,
very calmly. An hour before he bade
me tell you th.t his last words should
be those you wished, and that be hoped
you would remember him in your pray¬
ers. May God have mercy on his soul.
Ho waa brsva snd true in some thing*,
in spite of his climes'.'

.. Aad then thero came a silence, and
I could find no word to break it but
4 Merci, Monsieur P Abbe, merci.'

44 Then he spoke again, to tell me
that Paul had a-kod to seo him one day
as a friend, and had told him the story
of his life and asked him to toll it to
me if he should over see me again.

.4 Paul's father had been rich and
noble.bis- name Paul would not tell.
Dis mother he bad never known, but
she was not his father's wife. His
father had lu cn au old man ever since
Paul could remember, and Paul had
boen brought tip in his bachelor house¬
hold, with evory expectation of inherit¬
ing a competence at his death, and
without much instruction or training
of any kind to fit him to make his
way in tbe world. Tho old mau bo
came paralyzed when Paul was about
ten years old, and a worn m- er ant of
high temper who attended him, and
whom he greatly feared, gained such in¬
fluence over her charge that at his
death it was found that ho had be¬
queathed everything of which he
could dispose to her, and loft Paul pen-
BUOSa. Oast thus adrift upon the
world, with anger and hate in hi.s heart,
the boy was drafted into the army,
where for a time be did well, as his
talent for mVAttt was noticed, an 1 he was
put into the band. Bb! his companions
were bad, and be was led astry, and took
to drinking more than was good for
him snd wicugh to inflame his hot
nature. Ono day while under the in¬
fluence of spirits, exciting himself willi
wild talk about his wrongs, bo ha.1
made the attempt to burn down tho old
woman's house, bought with the money
which should have been his. This failed,
and he was arrested and imprisoned.
He came out of prwm fiorcer, wilder
than he went in; but for a limo tho
gentler side of his nature was developed
by contact with my trusting little ones

and the rest of us, all believing in and
accepting him without suspicion.

44 But the old enemy overcame him.
snd again he fell. When drunk hu
must have been a madman. He killed
her, Mesdames, the poor, helpless,
cruel old woman who had robbed him,
snd in his turn ho robbed her of his
father's morey, his father's watch, hi..
father'H plate I"
The dear little old lady's face wv

pale, and she sank back ; and feeling
tbat wc- had allowed her to exhaust and
overtire herself, we left her with many-
excuses, as th* dinner-bell sounded the
hour ol the distasteful meal.

How ii.. <.>-r.ii.i-- : nuier. r TravaU.
;ratl-Mall ..iiif,.

When the Emperor William travels
every possible measure is taken to pro¬
vide for his comfort. The Emperor's
special train consists of three saloon
carriages connected with each other by
a covered way. The imperial carriage
proper is richly bung with blue damask,
and at one end there is a small com¬

partment in which the Emperor likes
to stand at the window when making
short journeys. A small saloon next
to this coupe contains a sofa and
a spring seat, opposite which ia
the Emperor's camp-bed. Near the
salon is the study, in which stand*
a desk, with writing materi-ls, whoae
appearance shows good wear. I'pon a

bracket ftbove the desk is a-mall model
of the Column of Victory in Berlin.
Adjacent to the atudy ia a dressing-
room, titted np with extreme care and
good taste. A final room contains two
small aofaa, a leaf-table, and a large
mirror. With the Emperor's own car¬

riage is a carriage for his suite, and thia
ia, of course, quite differently titted up.
lt contains five or six apartments, each
containing a table and two small
couches. All the rooms are connected
by telcgreph with the Emperor's apart¬
ments. The carnages are provided
with gas throughout.

Hon. John Neely, of Norfolk, waa at
Newport News on Thursday.

FASHIONS.
SOME SUOOEITIO'*' or INTEREST TO

THE "*.*-. ON*58-

All About fle *-»teat Stylei-Various
prf.»y snd Useful Costumes,

Shoci, ftc.

^rjr-*espon(Ienoeorthe Richmond Dispatch.)
Nkvv York, August7, 1H86.

Sea-shore and rusticating toilets are

seen in great variety of materials, but
the colors chiefly used are grays and
browrs, cool greens, creams, grayish
pinks, pale yellows, and slaty blues.
Wbito Orestes have by no meaus fallen
into ni.- ii.'-e, however. White woollen
costumes are seen everywhere, and thu
cool muslin, lawn, and mull dresses,
which seem to particularly appertain
to tbe s^a-side, are still very popular.
A pretty dre*, for the sea-aide has the

gathered jacket bodice of heliotrope
foulard, sprigged with white; the-
bodice and sleeve's are finished with em¬
broidered frills. The skirt la of white
saut-striped material, t.iinm.d at the
bot'-- tn with brown silk in a patten
representing several rows of pansies.
The over-kilt is of the same color as

the bodice.
A st;, lish promenade costume is made

with a full skirt of striped surah in
Oriaotal colors, falling gracefully la na¬

tural folds. The tunic of cashmere,
S£]t-e_0|* in color with the skirt, is
pleated sud srranged to conceal thc
shirt on one side, whi'.-j on tbe other it
curve, upwaru. exposing a large porti ,n

of tbe skirt. The corsage, which is
covered a ith a surah plastron, is
fastened half-way down beneath thy
lattir, mid from that point crosses to
the left hip, being fastened wi'.h large
nu ta] buttons.

For tho decoration of a lady's bou¬
doir nothing can be so graceful, cool,
and any as Japanese fans, lanterns,
aid umbrellas tastefully arranged. The
coilii g is adorned willi several lar^e ro¬

settes of parti-colored fans, with lan¬
terns depending from the centre of each.
1! e walls arc spread with huge um¬

bu,las which art- likewise surrounded
with fans, whilo the floor is covered
with straw matting. When lit up at

night the sflsct is patticularly pleasing.
The cot-t of this style of room-decora¬
tion, howe1.er, ii moro than one would
suppose, and you may spend anywhere
from i'>0 to |500 upon s single apart¬
ment without much ditliculty.

Blue cheviot forms tho chief material
for a charming country costume. The
jacket ia thrown open to show a vest of
striped i.inou.-ine, which, in turn, is cut
so as lo expose a chemisette in form
like a gentleman's shirt bosom. Tba
evorekirt, which is striped, falls per¬
fectly plain over tho blue skirt. A
jaunty lillie sailor csp and a striped
I,,ulan! paras..: form fitting accssories
to ibis toilet.

Fer summet w.sr canvas cloth not

rnly ft.In cool, but looks dro-sy and
'.spruce." A protty canvas-cloth suit
is ma.Io of blue material. Tho bas [ue,
which U blgh*COllaied, opens in front
to show i_e chemisette* which is no*'

inevitable in summer draSBSS, and 11
cut in tho back into narrow strips,
which are then looped under. The
Ftri;'-,! ow-r-kiit falls ins long point at
ilie i.lt ride, and is dra*-u up at the
othti seer a paalaeUy plain skirt.
Laiize spherical pearl buttons were u.sod
with this suit.

In warm weather most of tho fash¬
ionable ladies here consider a .hampoo
the greatest of luxuries. They go to
tha coijl'uri.¦¦t's, and while being con¬

stantly fanned by attendants their hair
is thoruughly cleansed by the operator,
and the hair is afterward washed with
violet water and dressed in the latest
style.
The M horseshoe " bang is much fa¬

vored at present, tho hair being cut so

as to form a kind of semi-circle acres,

the forehead. Another style of dress¬
ing the hair is to braid it into innume¬
rable little coils, which are then wound
closely about the head, forming a sort
of twisted mat.

'Ihe prettiest garniture for dresses of
lawn, mull, nun's-veiling, or any of thu
light summer fabrics, is bluo velvet,
which is made usually into a plastron
in the front, a triangular piece on the
back of the bodice, and little epaulet1-1
on the shoulders. Panels of tbs vol vet,
albo in triangular shapo, are mada on

the side of the skirt.
The French bonnets are dainty little

contrivances, usually consisting of two
or threo inches of lace, a cluster of
flowers, and a pud of tulle, but all ar¬

ranged in the most exquisite taste. One
of the prettiest is made on a tiny black,
r-traw frarno, trimmed in jet, with a

great knot of piuk sstin ribbon pulled
up very high, a spnij cf wild roses

being thrown across it. The whole
effect is graceful and pleasing,

It would seem that some ladies are

willing to spend a great deal of monoy
on theil fool-gear. A pair of boots
exposed in a Sixth-avenue store-wtudox
are buttoned with Alaska diamond...
and the modest price annexed is 1125.
A neat toilet in red foulard ha-, iii

skirt finished ah* with hand-worke.:
scallops, made in over-cast stitch. The
tunic is of dark-blue etemine, opening
over a plastron of foulard, lt is cul
like a jacket donn to the waist. From
that point the front stretches aro con¬

tinued and neil so as to fall over the
skirt in the form of a sash. At the
beck there is a large puff. Huge loather
buttons are used to fasten the tunic.

In minor matters, at least, a lady
need not be particularly strong-mmd.nl
in order to adopt masculine inventions
in the way of dress. This summer *

great number of costumes have tho va.t
cut away half-way down, and tho to* t

filled in with a starched white bosom
almost exactly similar to those worn

by gentlemen, while the neck is en-

cloted in a high linen collar. The
bosom in some instances purports to
be buttoned with little round gold but¬
tons (though really fastened at the
side beneath thu vest), and these con¬

vey the idea of studs. A bow of rib¬
bon'tied in cravat-fashion at the neck
completes the aimilarity to masculine
" -"ggery."
Bandog may not be the particular

pastime most conducive to coolna?:, du¬
ring semmertime, but for those young
ladies who enjoy the mazy walt/., with¬
out regard to temperature, it may be
suggested that, instead oi woaring the
silk, aatin, or lace bodices to match the
skirt, a dark velvet bodice will show
much less the ed'ects of perspiration,
which literally spoils the light mate-
rials. Of course, these bodices aro cut
decolUtte, and straps serve for sleeves,
whilo lace is inserted at the back or

under tha side.
It was some time since that surah

ailk underwear first came to popular
notice, but as tinted good, ware chosen
ladies of quiet taate would not wear

them. Now. however, since they have
been made in white they are very ex¬

tensively worn by those who can afford
the luxury. C. H. M.

Mra. A. W. Brockaw, of Groton,
Brown county, Dakota, uaed Allcock's
Plasters for fifteen yean; completely
cured of irregularity by using two
Plasters across the small of tha ba.k
for seven days each month; also, found
them very efficacious In Kidney Trouble;
cured of a dull, heavy pain and pres*
sure at tha base of tba brain by wear¬
ing an Allcock's Porous plaster at tbe
book of the neck.

I
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